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Sunday Service - 
every Sunday at 10 a.m.  
and Sunday Church Club for children 
over 3 years old.  You are invited to 
join us - no experience necessary!  

 

 

Mothersõ Union 
First Tuesday of each month at 19:30  

Seniorsõ Coffee 
First Thursday of each month at 10:00  

Special events - 
Praise Services,  Lent Course, 

All -age Mothering Sunday and Chris-
tian Aid Services, Open House 
and Garden, ôBreathing Spaceõ 

www.stpaulswb.com 
 

 www.facebook.com/       
        stpaulschurchwoodford 
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Most of us have probably had the experience of striking 
up conversations with strangers ï perhaps we start    
chatting when we're waiting in a supermarket queue; or 
perhaps we start talking to the person next to us on a long train journey. 
 

The Gospel of Luke tells us the story of two people on a journey from   
Jerusalem to Emmaus; they met a óstrangerô along the way who struck up 
a conversation with them.  The two on the road ï Cleopas and his      
companion ï were in a state of bewilderment and uncertainty, mixed with 
shock and sadness because of the crucifixion of Jesus.  Perhaps they felt 
there was nothing more they could do, so they decided to go home.  But 
the walk to Emmaus was going to be a journey that those two disciples 
would never forget. The óstrangerô is of course the risen Jesus, but the two 
on the road didnôt recognise him until much later on. 
 

The two travellers told this stranger about their shattered hopes, and he 
listened and let them talk. Like those two disciples, almost all of us have 
to face the experience of shattered hopes; some of us have to face     
shattered hopes on several occasions in our lifetime.  It might be a broken 
relationship; a lost job; a serious illness which limits what we're able to do; 
a failed ambition, or a lost loved one. 
 

But, like the two disciples, we can tell God just how we feel and share with 
him our feelings of disappointment, hurt and anger - and then open      
ourselves up to receive his response. He is willing to listen to us as we 
pray.  He chooses his own time to reveal himself and sometimes he 
meets with us in unexpected ways or teaches us important things through 
unusual situations.   Often God is right there, at work in our particular   
situation, even if we don't recognise his work at the time. 
 

When the travellers arrived at Emmaus they invited their new friend to 
stay with them; he broke bread with them at the table and ñtheir eyes are 
openedò ï they recognised Jesus. 
 

What a day it must have been for those followers of Jesus!  First the   
despair they had felt since the day he was crucified; then the puzzlement 
about the empty tomb;  then the sheer joy of meeting the risen Lord     
himself. 
   

The followers of Jesus learned that God can turn around a seemingly 
hopeless situation; and he can do so for us as well.  That doesn't mean 
we won't have to face problems and difficulties.  But Jesus can meet with 
us in the darkest situations and transform the way we face them. 

Ola. 

Conversation with a Stranger 
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Baptisms this SpringĄ.. 
 

On Sundays, usually at 12:00 
 

 

29th March Sequoia Mitchell  
26th April (12:30) Leo Burton  
17th May Morgan Vuoto  
 

 
  
 

Weddings this SpringĄ..  
 

28th March 12:00 Isaac Cole and 
                            Jennifer Osei-Bobie  
23rd May    16:00 William Russell and
       Theresa Kelly  

Open House and Plant Sale 
 Many of you may remember that last year on         
Marrianne's birthday, 19th  April, Len held an Open 
House and Plant Sale which raised Ã500 for the      
Kenyan Feeding Fund. This year's 3M - óMarrianne's 
Memories Meetingô (and 3M was the favourite of the 
companies that she worked for) will be over the   
weekend of 8th, 9th, 10th May.  The early May Bank 

Holiday is on Friday 8th since it is exactly 
75 years since VE day, so Len will be at  
home each day from 12:00-18:00 with tea, 
cakes and plants.  Everyone is welcome at 
78 Ashgrove Road Goodmayes IG3 9XD 
and itôs all for the Kenyan Fund.  
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Sundays 16th March,  
19th April and 17th May  
at 17:00  

 
Wednesdays, 4th, 11th,  
18th, 25th March,  
and 1st April at 19:45 
ñCONFIDENCE IN A 
COMPLEX WORLDò 
 

ALL-AGE 
 WORSHIP 
SERVICES 

 

 
MOTHERING SUNDAY  
Sunday 22nd March 
at 10:00  
 
 

CHRISTIAN AID  
Sunday 10th May  
at 10:00 
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